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Q13

Since spare parts are created to satisfy designability/appearance and functionality, they should be
protected under intellectual property right, just like parts in other product fields. Accordingly, spare
parts provisions are not necessary for both registered- and unregistered-design spare parts.

In addition, the automobile manufacturers spend a lot of effort and money to manage inventory of
spare parts so that quality can be maintained. However, if the effect of the design right of spare parts
is excluded, there is a concern that the distribution of spare parts without quality control will increase.
The distribution of spare parts that are not quality controlled in this way is felt to lead to two issues,
i.e., environmental and safety issues.

As for environmental issue, if a spare part is replaced with one that is not subjected to quality control
and has low durability, the chances of re-replacement will increase, resulting in an increase in CO2
emissions. The result is in the opposite direction of what is desired by the European Green Deal.

As the car safety issue, assuming the spare parts that have not been tested for safety or durability. If
they are widely distributed, the safety of consumers would be heavily impaired.

As the automobile manufacturers, we wish to reduce CO2 emissions and ensure consumer safety by
using spare parts that are excellent in terms of environment and safety and by allowing the products
to be used for a long time.

For the above reasons, spare parts provisions are not necessary for both registered- and unregistered-

design spare parts.

Q20

A deferment period of about 30 months is needed from filing date. Additionally, it is necessary to
introduce provisions that will enable, during the deferment period, the period to be terminated
midway or its duration to be changed.

Since issuance is currently provided with a maximum deferment period of 12 months from filing, we
would like to see a maximum 30-month deferment of issuance from filing date or priority date in the
same way as the EUIPO design registration scheme. Furthermore, it is necessary to enable, during
the deferment period, the period to be terminated midway or its duration to be changed.

In case a filing is addressed collectively to a multiple number of states including a state with the
shortest issuance deferment period, the automobile manufacturer is necessitated to delay the basic
filing to match the shortest deferment period, which will increase the risks of his vehicle design
unintentionally exposed to the public by the media, resulting in the loss of the novelty of his vehicle
design. It is therefore necessary to introduce provisions that will preclude the loss of novelty in cases



of unintended public exposure.

Now that Britain has exited from the EU, your country needs to manage issuance dates separately
from the EU member states. Importantly, your country’s management of issuance dates can be
considerably simplified by adopting the same issuance deferment periods as those of EUIPO.



